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Zewiſh SYNAGOGUE, 
The Moper of 
Chriſtian Worſhip, 
h OR OF 
Worſhip in Chriſtian Churches. 
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At a Mecting of the Truſtees con- 
cerned in building and finiſh- 
ing a Chapel behind the Ea 
Side of Lamb's Conduit Street, 
Now known by the Name of St. 
John the Evangcliſt, in the Pa- 
riſh of St. Andrew's Holburn, on 
the IOth Day of Febr. 1722-3. 


ORDER E D, 


7H T Thanks from the Box D of 
Truſtees be return'd to the Rev. 
Dr. Nathanael Marſhal, for his Ler- 
mon on Sunday laſt; and that Mr. 
Watkins do wait upon the Doctor with 
the ſaid Meſſage; and at the ſame 
Time acquaint him, that it is the Deſire 
of the Bo ARD, that he would print the 
ſame, 

Fox ſome Reaſons at that Time ſub- 
ſiſting, this Requeſt was not then com- 
plied with; but upon the Occaſion of 
publiſhing another Diſcourſe, of near 
Affinity to the Subject of this, the fol- 
lowing Sermon 1s now printed, and dedi- 
cated to the Truſtees of St. Joun's Cha- 
pel, by their moſt obedient and faithtul 
Servant, . 


N. Mazsnal: 
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The ſewiſh SVN AGO GU E, he Model of 
Chriſtian VWorſbip, or of Worſhip in 
Chriſtian CHURCHES. - 
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SERMON| | 


Preach'd upon opening a new 


CHAPEL 


Now known by the Name of | 


St. 70 HN the Evangeliſt, 


Within the Pariſh of St. Andrew, Hol. 
born, on the 10th Day of February, 172 2-3. 


—_ — | 
By NATHANAEL MarsHar, D. D. 
Preacher of the faid CH A PEL. 


And Chaplainin Ordinary to His MAI EST. 
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Printed for WILLIAM and JOHN INNrs, 
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Sr. Lux E, VII. 5. 


For he loweth our Nation, and he 
hath built us a Synagogu-- 


Sil HE Context informs us, that 


the Servant of a certain Officer 
among the Roman Soldiery, ve- 

ry dear to his Maſter, wanted 

the miraculous Aſſiſtance of our bleſſed 
Saviour, for the Cure of a Diſtemper un- 
der which he labour'd. Whereupon the 
Maſter ſent to him the Elders of the 
Zews, (of the Synagogue, probably, which 
he had built for them in that Neighbour- 
hood) who were to uſe their Interceſ- 


ſions with our Lord, for healing the 4 


Servant. 
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Tur ſpecial Motive which they 
thought it proper to urge upon this Oc- 
caſion was, the Horthineſ+ of the good 

| Centurion who had employ'd them. He 
was well and favourably diſpoſed to their 
Church and Nation 3 and as a Proof of 
his being ſo, he had 4&uzZt them a Syna- 
gogue. The Thing in it ſelf was lauda- 
ble and uſeful, and was accepted accord- 
ingly under its proper Notion of a ge- 
neral and public Service. No dark Suſ- 
picions were harbour'd of the private 
Reaſons and Inducements which might 
engage a Man in ſuch a Work, who was 
( himſelf) no Profeſſor of the 7ewiſh 
Religion; altho* a good deal might here 
have been objected, with fair and {pecig 
ous Colours of probability : e. g. What 
ſhould incline a Man of His Education, His 
Manner of Life, his ſmall Acquaintance 
with their Religion and Worſhip, to be 
ſo active, ſo zealous, ſo officious in their 
Service ? Some Delign or other, not then 
appearing, of Intereſt, of Oſtentation, of 
Popularity, ſome undue, ſome ſiniſter 
Motive might eaſily have been ſuſpected, 


as giving Riſe and Birth to it. Bur to 
theſe 
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theſe Lengths and Depths of Cenſure, 
even, 7ewiſh Charity was, at that Time, 
a Stranger. 


Fox that public Worſhip was, under 
all poſſible Views, deſirable, the Voice of 
Nature dictated ; and that it could not 
be celebrated without Places ſet apart 
for it, every Man might know who would 
beſtow a Thought upon it. It was there- 
fore, in it ſelf, a very ſmall Cauſe of Won- 
der, that a Man no farther enter*d into the 
Modes and Forms of any inſtituted Wor- 
ſhip, than the ſeven famous Precepts of 
Noah might be ſuppoſed to carry him, did, 
however, eſpouſe, and encourage that Ho- 
mage of Prayer and Praiſe to our com- 
mon Creator, and thoſe Inſtructions for 
the Conduct of moral Life, which ſuch 
Places of Worſhip, and the Perſons ap- 
pointed to ſerve in them, were de- 
ſign'd to methodize, promote, and cul- 
tivate. 


Bur that I may lead you by proper 
Steps into the Subject now before us; it 
is my Deſign to conſider in the 

* — 1 ſt 
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1/, Place, ſome Particulars relating 
to the Riſe and Progreſs, the Form 
and Matter of this Synagogue-worſhip, 
with the Regimen thereof; from which 
"you will eaſily obſerve, how applicable 
it is to our preſent Purpoſe. 


24ly, TuE Connexion which my Text 
hath very juſtly intimated between Re- 
ligious and Civil Intereſts, between the 
Love of a Nation, and of the Worſhip, 
(the public Worſhip) eſtabliſh'd in it. 


34%. Taz Reaſon they have to expect 


the Bleſſing of God upon their honeſt 
(well-meant) Endeavours, who ſhall take 


to themſelves any Share of this Service, 
by providing Houſes for the Worſhip of 
God, and the Offices thereof. 


1. I begin with laying before you ſome 
Particulars relating to the Riſe and Pro- 
greſs, the Form and Matter of this Syna- 
gogue-Worſhip, with the Regimea there- 
of ; from whence you may obſerve, how 
applicable it is to our preſent Purpoſe. 


Is W1TH 
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1. Wirtn Regard to the Riſe and Pro- 
greſs of it. That Places of Worſhip had 
a very early Date, ſeems highly probable, 
from the Nature of the Thing, and the 
Neceſſity of them, to carry on the Views 
and Purpoſes, even of Natural Religion. 
Numbers could never meet, except Time 
and Place were fix'd and ſtated ; and 
even whilſt public Worſhip extended 
no farther than to ſingle Families (where 
the Heads of thoſe Families perform'd 
the Office of Prieſts to them) the Ex- 
pulſion of Cain, (a) from the Face and 
Preſence of the Lord, looks very like a 
Sort of Excommunication, a Baniſhment 
of him from ſome diſtinguiſbd Place, 
where God was pleaſed to manifeſt a 
mere peculiar Preſence of his Glory. 


| Tavs (6) Abraham is faid to have plan- 
ted a Grove in Beerſheba, and to have 


called there on the Name of the Lord, the 
everlaſting God. 


(%) Gen. iv. 14, 16. (5) Gen, xxi. 33. 


B Tavg 
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THvus when it is ſaid of (c) Rebeccab, 
that ſhe ent to inquire of the Lord, 
ſome known Reſort is ſtrongly intima- 
ted, where the Mind, and the Will of 
God, were ordinarily to be conſulted. 


Trvs again, when at the Appoint- 
ment of Moſes, the Congregation of 
Iſrael was ſummon'd to a ſolemn Aſſem- 
bly, and to (4) come near before the 
Lord, the Reference 1s plain and evident 
to ſome noted Place, which God had 
vouchſafed to ſignalize, and to ſanctify by 
ſome viſible Tokens of Appropriation 
to himſelf. 


Uron that Part of Deborab's Song, 
where ſhe celebrates the Governors of 
If; ael, the Chaldee Paraphraſt thus com- 
ments, (e) Deborah propheſied to the 
following Purpoſe 5 I am ſent (ſaid ſhe) 
to the Scribes of Iſrael, who in that Time 
of Diſtreſs and Calamity, deſiſted not 
from their Interpretation of the Law ; 


(c) Gen. Xxv. 22. (4) Exod. ix, 5. (e) Judges v. 9. 


but, 
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but, to their immortal Honour, ſat in the 
ſeveral Houſes of the Congregation, with 
uncover d Heads, teaching their People 
the Words of the Law, bleſſing and praiſ- 
ing God. Now, ſince this was the known 
Uſe and Employment of Synagogues in 
latter Ages, a good deal of Light is hence 
let in upon the Times and Uſages before 
them, 


Tas (F) holy Convocations, and the 
(gs) High Places, whereof we have ſuch 
early Mention, enlarge our Views upon 
this Argument; and, thro* the darkeſt 
Periods of Hiſtory, continue the Thred 
of it, till we come into Times with 
which we are more acquainted. 


TAE Expoſtulation of the Shuna- 
mite's (h) Husband with her, offers ſome 
Hints to us, from which we may well 
infer the Eſtabliſhment of Times and 
Places for the public Worſhip of God. 
Wherefore (faith he to her) wilt thou 


(J) Lev. xxili. 3 4. (g) 1 Sam. ix. 12. 19. and 
ibid. x. 5. 1 Kings iii. 4. (4) 2 Kings Iv. 23. 


B 2 £0 
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go to the Man of God to Day? It is 
neither new Moon nor Sabbath : Had it 
been either the one or the other; it hence 
ſhould ſeem, that the Reſort to him 
had been uſual and cuſtomary, for the 
Worſhip of God, and for proper Inſtructi- 
ons in the Conduct of Lite. 


THe holy Pſalmiſt (i) is full and frequent 


in his mention of b/efſing the Lord in the 


Congregations, and of numerous Hna- 
gogues ſpread in his Time throughout the 
Land. And indeed, the Schools of the 
Prophets ſeem to have been ſo many 
Seminaries for the Education of proper 
Perſons to ſerve in theſe Synagogues ; 
ſome of whom were called out to a more 
extraordinary Degree and Meaſure of this 
Service by expreſs Inſpiration, whilſt o- 
thers miniſter'd to it in their ordinary 
Capacity, upon the foot of their natu- 
ral Abilities, and acquired Improvements: 
In ſettled Times (4) we are told, it be- 


(i) Palm. xxvi. 12. 1xvili. 26. Ixiv. 4. 8. 
(4) Maimonides in Cod. Sanhedrin. c. i. $ 3- and 
in Tephillah. | 


came 
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came a Rule with them, to build a ſmall 
Synagogue in every frequented Place where 
one hundred and twenty Fews were to 
be found together, for a common Re- 
ſort, at each Time of Prayer. And the 
Mex of the City (faith my Author) were 
fo urge one another to build it, and to buy 
them a Book of the Law, the Prophets, 
and other of their ſacred Writings, Ac- 
cordingly, the firſt Aſſembly which 
we read of Chriſtians, after our bleſſed 
Lord's Aſcenſion, conſiſted of (about) 
that Number. The Number of the Names 
together (faith the holy Penman of the 
(1) Aﬀs) were about one hundred and 
twenty. And a famous ( Writer of our 
own, upon this Subject hath inform'd 
us from Rabbi Phinehas, that the Num- 
ber of theſe Synagogues was very great 
at the Deſtruction of Zer«/a/em (no leſs 
than four hundred and ſixty) beſides a 
large Variety of them ſcattered up and 
down throughout all the Places of Few- 


J) AR. i. 15. 

(n) Lightfoot. Vol. I. Pag 363, &c. See alfo 
Burman. Diſputat. ix. De Synagog. in Exercitat. 
Academic. Part I. | | ; 

| » 10 
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z/þ Reſort. For it was indeed impoſſi- 
ble, that the Temple-Service, if deſign'd, 
(as it was not) for general and common 
Uſe, ſhould have ſufficed for the Num- 
bers, who muſt in that Caſe have fre- 
quented it. Yet natural Reaſon would 
dictate to every Man who could exert it, 
that public Worſhip was due to God. So 
that whilſt the Miniſtrations of the Tem- 
ple anſwered the Views and Directions 
of an inſtituted and ritual Law; the Ser- 
vice of Synagogues correſponded with 
the Scope and Aim of the naturai, the 
Law which is written in the Hearts of 
all Men. 


Tris, from the Riſe and Progreſs of 
them, leads me to conſider, 


2. Tyr Form and Matter of the Wor- 
ſhip performed in them. 


Now here they pray'd to the Creator 
and Lord of all Things for his Guidance, 


Bleſſing, and Protection. Here they praiſ- 
ed him for his Mercies with joyful Lips. 


Here the devout Soul breathed out in 
ſecret 


\ 
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ſecret its pious Aſpirations to the God 
of its Righteouſneſs, as well as join'd 
with the common Mouth of the Con- 
gregation in the ſeveral Offices of Prayer 
and Thankſgiving. Hence one of the 
Names by which they were called, was 
Oratories. (n) 


HERE alſo the Law and the Prophets 
were recited ; thole Scriptures, which, 
at St. Paul tells (o Timothy, were given 
by Inſpiration of God, and were profita- 
ble for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Cor- 
rection, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, 
that the Man of God might be perfect, 
thoroughly furniſh d unto all good Works. 
Thus it is ſaid of our Saviour, that he 
came to (p) Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up ; and, as bis Cuſtom was, he 
went into the Synagogue on the Sabaoth- 
Day, and ſtood up for to read. And 
there was deliver'd unto him the Book 


(n) Tewwwy at 
(o) 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
(7) St. Luke iv. 16, 17. 
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of the Prophet Iſaiah. (q) Thus again, 
in the ſolemn Speech of St. James, at 
the firſt Council of Jeruſalem, he obſer- 
ved it as an antient and common Practice 
to read the Law in theſe Aſſemblies : /7} 
Moſes, (faith he) of old Time, hath in 
every City them that preach him, being 
read in the Synagogues every Sabbath Day. 
Preaching, expounding of the Law, 
commenting upon it, and thence deducing 
ſuitable Exhortations for Life and Pra- 
Etice, were alſo well known Uſages in 
theſe Aſſemblies. Thus our Saviour is 
often (Y) repreſented, as teaching in their 
Synagogues. And St. Luke (t) hath pre- 
ſerv'd to us ſome Fragments of a Sermon 
preach'd by him in one of them. 


NB. The Perſons officiating in theſeSynagogues 
were ordinarily ſet apart to their Office by a ſciemn 
Deſignation, and by Impoſition of Hands : Our Sa- 
viour therefore, in taking upon himſelf this Service, 
appeared as a Prophet, as one who was known and 
underſtood to plead an extraordinary Commiſſion ; 
and thereby ſuperſeded common Rules. 


(r) Ads xv. 21. (5) St. Matth. xiii. 544 St. Mark 
vi. 2, St. John xviii. 20. (t) St. Luke iv. 16. &c. 


ANar hp 
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ANoTHER Method of Inſtruction here 
in Uſe ſeems to have been an inverted 
Sort of Catechiſm, ſomewhat by Way 
of Conference, of Queſtion and Anſwer, 
wherein the Queriſt was Learner, and 
the Teacher Anſwerer. (u) St: Matthew 
hath recorded ſome Paſſages of this Sort, 
between our bleſſed Lord and the Pha- 
riſees 5 as allo between him and another 
Perſon, whom St. Luke (x) hath de- 
ſcribed, as a certain Ruler, a Ruler, 
doubtleſs, of ſome Sunagogue. 


Taz Advantage of theſe ſeveral Exer- 
ciſes is obvious, and needs no Comment; 
ſince the Place I ſtand in, ſpeaks you 
convinced of their Worth and Impor- 
tance, by your Erection of this beaute- 
ous and coſtly Fabrick, for the more de- 
cent and orderly Performance of them. 
Proceed we therefore to conſider, 


III. Tun Regimen, the Diſtipline, 
and Government eſtabliſh'd in theſe Pla- 


(%) Ch. xix. 3, 16, &c. (x) St. Luke xviil. 18. 
CeJ 


Q 


18 7 he Jewiſh Synagogue, the 


ces of Worſhip. Now, that they ſuc- 
ceeded to the Schools of the Prophets, 
when, after the Captivity, God with- 
drew from a degenerate People his ex- 
traordinary Inſpirations, ſeems highly 
probable; and that they were thence- 
forwards govern'd by ordinary Rules 
of human Diſcipline, and of human Pru- 

dence. | 


Ir doth not appear, that they had 
originally the SanQtion of any Authori- 
ty to eſtabliſh or prote& them ; but (af- 
ter the Age of Inſpiration) were conti- 
nued, at leaſt, (as perhaps they were be- 
gun) upon the Foot of plain and evi- 
dent Neceſſity, and of that Religion 
which the Voice of Nature dictated for 
ſtated Times amd Places of Public Wor- 
ſhip : Upon the Settlement of the Mo- 
ſaic Oeconomy, when all the Rituals of 
it were limited to the Place of God's 
own chooſimg, they were conſider'd as ne- 
ceſſary Supplements to the Service of 
that Place, and as Remnants of natural 
Religion, which no po/7zve Inſtitution 

1 Can 
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can ever, and no w/e Inſtitution will 
ever labour to, aboliſh. 


YET in reſpect to the Modes and 
Forms of their Temple-Service, as far as 
Circumſtances would permit, they al- 
ways endeavour*d to ſymbolize, and come 
up with it, in the neareſt Analogy of 
Reſemblance. e. g. Had the Temple in 
it the Ark or the Cheſt of God, towards 
which the People in Times of Worſhip 
turn'd their Faces? The Jynagogue had 
alſo a Cheſt or ſacred Repolitory for its 


Book of the Law and the Prophets, to 


which its Members and Retainers paid a 
like Obſervance. Had the Temple its 
Diſtinction of relative Holineſs between 
its ſeveral Apartments, its Holy and moſt 
Holy ? The Synagogue alſo had ſome- 
what of the like Diſcrimination, which 
may very fitly be repreſented by the 
well - known Difference between our 
Church and Chancel. Had the Temple 
its known Subordination of Officers al- 
ways acting in it; its Chef-Preeſt, its 
Secondary-Prieſt, and the Levite attend- 
ing them ? The Synagogue alſo had a like 

C 2 Oeconomy, 
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Oeconomy, {'y) its chief Ruler, its Ru- 
ler, and its Deacon, (=) or Miniſter. 
Once more; had the Temple and its Offi- 
cers a Juriſdiction in Matters of a ſecu- 
lar Nature: So had alſo the (a) Syna- 
gogue and its Rulers ; begun perhaps in 
the latter Caſe d:/cretzonally, but with 
Time and Uſage continued legally; fo 
that to be put out of the one, had a good 
Degree of Correſpondence with c Ex- 
ciſion from the other. 


Thus 


(y) See Acts xviii. 8, and 11. Where Criſpus 
and Soſthenes are (both) repreſented as chief Rulers of 
the Synagogue ; whereas one was undoubtedly ſub- 
ordinate to the other, as all Writers upon this Sub- 
ject agree; tho? both might have, and doubtleſs had, 
a Pre-eminence above the reſt, with Regard to whom 
they were Chief; yet with Regard to each other, on; 
was ſubordinate, and the other ſuperior. 


(z) For the Deacon or Miniſter, See St. Luke 


iv. 20. 


(a) See St. Matt. x. 17. Xxiii. 34 Mark xili. 9. 
Luke xxi. 12. John. xvi. 2. 

(c) See a Paſſage in Tertull. Apolog. relating to 
_ Aſſemblies, and Symbolizing herewith, 

c. 39.——Coimus ad literarum divinarum comme- 
morationem——lIbidem etiam exhortationes, caſtiga- 
- 2 dauer 
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Tuus you ſee, that vatural Religion 
conform'd it ſelf, in what it might, to 
the Rules and Settlements of a reveaPd4 
Oeconomy. 


AN our Saviour ſeems to have drawn 
his Model from both of them, with 
ſome ſmall Alteration ; ſometimes in- 
clining towards the one, and ſometimes 
towards the other Scheme of Diſcipline 
and Government. e. g. 


Tu gradual Subordination of the 
leſs to the greater Synagogues, and of 
all to the great Janhedrim at Je- 
ruſalem, very aptly repreſents to us 
that wiſe Gradation of our national 
Churches, from the loweſt (eſtabli{h'd) 
Aſſembly for Worſhip, to the Cathe- 


tiones & cenſura divina. Nam & judicatur magno 
eum pondere ut apud certos de Dei conſpectu, ſum- 
mumque futuri judicii præjudicium eſt, fi quis iti 
deliquerit, ut a communicatione orationis, & con- 
yentfis & omnis ſancti commercii relegetug. 


o) See Acts ix. 1, 2. 
p k * + 3 grad 
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dral of the Dzoceſe, and thence to the 
Metropolis of the Province. 


Tat threefold Diſtinction of the Per- 
ſons, performing their reſpective Parts in 
the Service of the Synagogue and the 
Temple, bear a a near Analogy to the 
different Offices of our Biſhops, Prieſts 
and Deacons, with this farther Simili- 
rude ; that, as there was but one Temple at 
Jeruſalem, with various Synagogues ſub- 
ject to it; ſo, upon the Foot of Apoſtolic 
Settlements, there was but ove Epiſcopal 
Church in any ſingle City, with diverſe 
ſubordinate Oratories, or Places of Wor- 
ſhip dependent on it. Once more, the 
Correſpondence which different Syna- 
gogues (d) maintain'd with each other for 
the Preſervation of holy Doctrine and Diſ- 
cipline, did well agree with the like Cor- 
reſpondence between Epi ſcopal Churches, 
in different Parts of the Chriſtian World, 
for Purpoſes of the ſame Importance. 


(4) See Adds xxviii. 21. 


Bur 
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Bur theſe are (all) Circumſtances of 
Form and Ceremony, compared with the 
Moral of that Harmony, which is obſer- 
vable between our J7ewiſh and Chriſtian 
Synagogues ; by the Worſhip of our com- 
mon Creator in Spirit and in Truth 3 
and by the Inſtructions given, in both, 
for the Direction and Conduct of human 
Life. Theſe are Things of intrinſic Ne- 
ceſſity, of eternal, unalterable, Obligation 
to Beings of our Make and Frame, in 
our preſent Poſture and Condition. 


Wulcn introduces my 


IId. GENERAL, vig. The Connexion 
which my Text hath ſo juſtly intimated 
between religious and civil Intereſts; 
between the Love of a Nation, and of 


the Worſhip (the public Worſhip) eſta- 
bliſh'd in it. 


HerEveoN it will be proper to ob- 
ſerve to you the Intent and Aim of a/l 
religious Worſhip, and more eſpecially of 
Public Worſhip; that you may ſee how 

coinci- 
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coincident they are, and how well and 
fitly they tally with the great Deſigns 
of Government and Society. Now the 
Worſhip of God is chiefly meant to fix 
upon our Minds a reverential Senſe of 
our Dependence o him, and of our Ob- 
ligations t him; that it was He who 
made us, and not we our ſelves ; that it 
is He who holdeth up our goings in Life ; 
that to him we are accountable for all 
our Actions; in fine, that he zs our So- 
vereign, and will be; our Juage. 


Tis obvious, that, when we ſend up 
our Prayers in holy Devotion to him, 
be it for the* Supply of our Wants, for 
the Confeſſion of our Sins, for the De- 
precation of his Wrath, or for the At- 
tainment of his Favour ; we recognize 
him under the awful Views, of an all- 
wile, all- knowing Governor; we acknow- 
ledge the Plenitude of his Power, and 
the Compaſs of his holy Providence : 
Or when we come before him with the 
more joyful Offices of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving, from a grateful Senſe of his Mer- 
cies, and from a juſt Conviction, that 

AI 
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in him we live, and move, and have our 
Being 3 in our Approaches to him upon 
any of theſe Conſiderations, there is an 
apparent Tendency to imprint upon us 
an habitual and practical Perſuaſion, 
that whatever we have is owing to his 
Bounty; and whatever we want, muſt 
be ſupply'd from his Fulreſs 5 and what- 
ever we do, is noted in his Book ; and 
whatever we hope, or whatever we fear, 
muſt be the Reſult of his Pleaſure. And 
is not the Concluſion from theſe Pre- 
miſſes ſtrong and evident, that, where 
our all is thus confeſſedly depending, 
there ſhould be the exacteſt Regard ta 
his Sovereign Will; on a Nod of which, 
the Breath of our Noftrils here, all the 
Iſſues of our Life which now is, and 
of that which is to come, are entirely 
ſuſpended ? Doth not every Thing come 
hence, recommended to us with the 
moſt engaging Force, which hath the 
Stamp of his Authority, and the Signa- 
ture of his Law upon it? Is not every 
Virtue, and every Duty in Lite, bound 
hence upon us with the ſtronger Cords, 


approved to our Reaſon, and even en- 
D deared 
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deared to our Affections, by the more 


irreſiſtible Inducements? Certainly this 
muſt be ſo: Why then, whoever is a 
true Lover of his Nation, will be a Lo- 
ver of Religion alſo, which ſo maniteſt- 
ly conſults and promotes its Intereſts. 
Religion is a great and an allowed Pillar 


of Government; a ſtrong Support and 


Protection to it; the one ſteps in to the 
Aid of the other, and concurs in the Re- 
ſtraint of thoſe boiſterous, diſorderly, 
Paſſions, which would unhinge Society, if 
free from Check and from Controul ; and 
which are ſo hardly kept within pro- 
per Boundaries, even with the joint Aſ- 
ſiſtance of religious and civil Powers, to 
limit and confine them. Now it is 


moſt apparent in Fact and Reaſon, that 


Religion cannot maintain its Ground, 
without thoſe Acts of Wornſpip, which 
tend ſo ſtrongly to improve the Senſe 


we have of our Dependence upon 


the great Object of it. Hence public 
Worſhip falls ſo properly within the 
Care of thoſe, to whoſe Guardianſhip 
are committed the Intereſts of human 
Society. If every Man were wiſe and 
| righte: 
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righteous, and would entertain, of his 
own Accord, becoming Sentiments of his 
Subjection to the ſupreme Being; I ſee 
not what need there would be of any 
Government, any Miniſtry, whether Sa- 
cred or Civil. But ſince the World muſt 
be taken as it really ſtands; ſince Men 
are weak and frail, prone to Sin, and 
encompaſſed with various Paſſions ; there 
muſt be ſome viſible and public Moni- 
tories, ſome ſtated recurring Seaſons, 
ſome fix'd and authorized Methods, of 
raiſing and promoting in them juſt and 
proper Apprehenſions, of what they owe 
to themſelves, what to each other, and 
what to their common Maſter ; even to 
the God who is glorious in Holineſs 3 
Juſt and righteous in all his Ways ; 
merciful, true, and faithful in all his 
Works. | | 


Tae Attainment of theſe Ends, the 
Continuance, or the Propagation, of theſe 
Sentiments, is ordinarily, I think, im- 
practicable, without a natzonat Religion, 
and without public Honours to it: So 
that if theſe Sentiments ſhould be gene- 

D 2 rally 


28 The Jewiſh Synagogue, the 


rally diſcarded, the Intereſts of human 
Sociꝛty, and of civil Government, muſt 
be deeply wounded by a Departure from 
them. Since every Motive to Virtue, 
which is loſt or weaken'd, muſt relax 
the Bands and Ligaments which tye the 
Knot of our mutual Relations ; and muſt 
leſſen thoſe Securities which the Magi- 
ſtrate ſhould take of us for leading quiet 
and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty, 


LET no Man then pretend to be a 
Patriot, who founds his Claim to that 
alluſtrious Character, upon the Ruins of 
Religion, or an avow'd Oppoſition to 
its Intereſts, or a pertinacious Diſcou- 
ragement to the Worſhip preſcribed by 
it. On the other Hand ; let no Man 
who means Religion, be a Mover of Se- 
dition, a Diſturber of Government, or 
an Enemy to the Powers which God 
hath ſet over him. There is ſuch an 
intimate Relation, ſuch an inſeparable 
Connexion, between theſe important- 
Views; the Alliance between them is ſo 


Hxed and eſtabliſb'd, by the Order of the 
World, 
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World, by the. Schemes of Providence, 
and by the unavoidable Occaſions of hu- 
man Life; that no Man can look with a 
friendly Aſpe& upon the one, who har- 
bours in his Breaſt. any hoſtile Purpoſes 
againſt the other. What therefore God 
hath fo joined together, let not Man put 
aſunder. Matt. xix. 6. Now 


SINCE there is ſuch an agreed Affini- 
ty between the Love of a Nation, and 
a Regard to its 8 Worſhip ; proceed 
we to our 


III and Laſt CoxsIDbERATTON, of 
the Reaſon they have to expect the Bleſ- 
ſing of God upon their honeſt (well- 
meant) Endeavours, who ſhall. take to 
themſelves any Share of this Service, by 
providing Houſes for the Worſhip of. 
God, and the Offices thereof. 


Nehemiah, an inſpired Writer, we may 
well preſume to have had juſt and pro- 
per Grounds of Confidence before him, 
in his Addreſs to God _ a like Oc- 


caſion, 
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caſion, which he thus hath worded, e 
Remember me, O my God, concerning 
this ; and wipe not out the good Deeds 
that I have done for the Houſe of my 
God, and for the Offices thereof. 


Fix'd and ſtated Places for public 
Worſhip, are, apparently ellential to the 
Celebration of it. They are the neceſ- 
ſary Means to an End of confeſſed and 
general Importance, The End it ſelf 
is of as much Moment to us; (it is, I 
would be underſtood, of as much Mo- 
ment to us, that the JYorſhip of God 
ſhould have its proper Honours ſecured 
to it) as it is, that we ſhould live un- 
der a Senſe of our Subjection, to our 
Creator and Preſerver, our Sovereign 
and our Judge; as it is, that our Hopes 
and Fears from an inviſible, inevitable 
Power, ſhould add Weight and Terror 
to a viſible Authority, which in many 
Caſes may be eluded, in many will not, 
and cannot, at all affect us: Where- 
fore, if the Bleſſing of God may, in any 


(e) Nghem. xiii. 14. 
Caſe, 
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Caſe, be expected; here is, ſurely, the 
Foundation of an humble Hope for it; 
where Views are conſulted, of ſuch migh- 


ty Conſequence, and of ſuch extenſive 
Influence. 


Easy then, and auſpicious is the Bu- 
ſineſs now before me, upon which I am 
not to exhort, but to congratulate you; 
not to pre ſa you upon Expenſe and Diffi- 
culty, but to applaud your bounteous 
and pious Undertaking ; not now to 
give my Advice, as a Thing expedient 
for you, who have begun not only to do, 
but alſo to be forward a Tear ago,; but 
merely to beſeech you, that as there 
was then a Reaadmeſs to Will, you 
would (g) hold faſt the beginning of 
your Confidence ftedfaſt unto the End, 
For, 


Is ever a Word of Inſtruction ſhould 
be ſeaſonably hence advanc'd to the Slow 


and Ignorant; if ever a Word of Ex- 


(#) Corinth. viii, 10, 11, 
(2) Heb. iii. 16. 


Hortatzion 
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hortation ſhould hence ſuccelntidly reach 
the Supine and Inadvertent; if ever 
the Word of God, which is repreſented 
(h) quick and powerful, and ſharper 
than any two-edged Sword, piercing 
even to the dividing aſunder of Soul 
and Spirit, ſhould enter hence into the 
Thoughts and Intents of the Hearer's 
Heart ; yours 1s thus far the Praiſe of 
all theſe Benefits; that, as there could 
manifeſtly be no (i Hearer without a 
Preacher, ſo, there could be neither the 
one nor the other, without a proper 
Place of Aſſembly to preach and hear 
in. The ( Adminiſtration then of 
this Service not only ſupplieth the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Saints; but is, I truſt, 
and long will be, abundant alſo, by 
many thankſgiving unto God. 


AGAaiN, if ever the /orrowfut Sigh- 
ing of the Mourner ſhould hence aſcend, 
with Acceptance to the Throne of tlie 


(5) Heb. iv. 12, 

(i) Rom. x. 14. 

(4) 2 Cor. ix. 12. 
| Almighty; 
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Almighty ; if ever the humble Confeſ- 
ſion of the Penitent and Contrite, ſhould 
hence be favourably paſſed through the 
Hands of our gracious Mediator ; if 
ever the ſolemn Declarations of Pardon, 
which ſhall be hence pronounced to 
them, ſhall gladden their Spirits with 
Comfort and Refreſhment ; if ever the 
Judgments of God ſhould be averted, or 
his Mercies obtained, by the Prayers 
and Supplications which {hall hence come 
before him; if ever, the Interceſſious 
which ſhall hence be made for others, 
ſhould either procure for them the de- 
fired Favours, or return with a Bleſ- 
ſing into the Boſom of the Offerers; 
if ever the Thankſgivings, which ſhall 
be hence ſent up to our heavenly Bene- 
factor for the Vouchſatement of his 
Mercies to us, ſhould attach our Hearts 
more devoutly to his Service : In fine ; 
if any Glory ſhould ever be hence ac- 
cruing to God on High, or if any Effects 
of his good Will to Man below, ſhould 
hence be found to derive an Increaſe; 
Zou have the Honour of being his In- 
ſtruments, in all theſe various and diffu- 
E ſive 
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ſive Advantages : You have ſe) conſider- 
ed one another to provoke unto Love 
and to good Works, not forſaking the 
aſſembling of your ſelves together, as 
the Manner of ſome is 5 but exhorting 
oue another; and ſo much the more, as 


you ſee the Day approaching. Now 


Max that bountiful Goodneſs, which 
exerted it ſelf by a Miracle, in Favour 
of the good Centurion, be propitious 
likewiſe to Zou, in all the Diſpenſations 
of its holy Providence; be favourable 
to you in all your Wants of its ſaving 
Help; in all Time of your Tribulation, 
in all Time of your Wealth, at the Hour 
of Death, and in the Day of Fuadg- 
ment 


(e) Heb, x. 24. 25. 
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